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The nisfranelilscment of iKiiornnre.
The tone of the Northern Republican

press in relation to the passage, by the
Legislature of Maryland, of a law dis-

franchising citizens unable to read is
altogether partisan, illogical, and inex-

cusable. The Maryland law is timely,
greatly needed, and in every way equal

in its operation, equitable, and right-

eous. It starts a reform which we trust
will sweep the country from end to end,
and terminate the disgrace of a suf-

frage in every State of the Union ex-

ercised by a greater or less proportion
of voters who have not the remotest
idea of what they are voting for.

It is the disingenuous policy of our
Northern Republican contemporaries to
confuse the action of Maryland with
that of North Carolina, Mississippi, and
Louisiana, which States also have legis-

lated to purge illiteracy from their vot-

ing masses, but in an entirely different
way. "Whatever might be said in crit-
icism of those Commonwealths on ethi-
cal or constitutional grounds could not
be made to apply to Maryland. That
Commonwealth deserves the highest
credit and praise for rescuing itself
from conditions which have made its
elections a mockery of universal suf-
frage- In its particular case, and that
is the gravamen of the Republican re-

sentment, Maryland has not only elimi-

nated ignorance from the free ballot as
far as her own inhabitants are con-

cerned, but had taken an effective step
in the direction of preventing the hith- -

erto customary importation of tempor-
ary political colonists ami repeaters
from the District of Columbia. Virg nia.

language gathered
a 4 T)ntnci1iOnn 'llIrtV li c llflAn 1"u ""? " 7" " ,I.,T(ThecfOnlnl ami nn nnirnrfl manv
Few if any of these criminals will be
found available under the new law; for
only in rare cases can persons with any
educution be induced to take the risks
of detection and punishment Involved
in such penitentiary offences.

Instead of putting MaryjQnd in the
pillory for her just course, the intelli-
gent public opinion of America will
honor hor, and, before long, follow her
wise example. No one Is injured by the ;

restrictions Imiosed. If a citizen does
not know how to read, he has only to
go and learn. Surely the right to par-
ticipate in the government of one of the
greatest nations on the earth ought to
be worth that small effort. And if the
disfranchised illiterate Is too lazy or too
stupid to acquire so small a matter of
education, that Is sufficient evidence
that lie Is not a fit person to exercise
the suffrage. So that settles itself prop-
erly ami automatically.

It is a shame to think that in manjr
American localities (he voice of citizens
vvho know what they are about, and
ha-- earnest and enlightened views of
affairs, policies, and administration, is
neutralized by ignorant and often venal
numbers who know nothing and care
less concerning the effect of their votes
upon the welfare of State or nation. "We

are not arguing for race or clats dis-

tinction in the ballot. It matters noth-
ing whether ignorance is represented In
persons native born or naturalized of
American, English, Scotch, Irish, Ger-

man, Scandinavian. Hungarian, Rus-
sian. Italian, French. Spanish, or Afri-
can extraction. The man who cannot
ead the papers and inform himself per-

sonally in regard to public movements,
events, and the politics of the day is
morally not entitled to be one of the
nation's electors and arbiters of its des-
tiny.

New York, Philadelphia, Boston. Chi-
cago, and San Francisco, and more
places and districts in our component
States from the Atlantic to the Pacific
than could be remembered in a week,
are in crying need of election laws like
that of Maryland. The country gener-
ally has fallen into an evil habit of be-

littling the high and sacred right of
suffrage. Many of those who ought to
be llie bulwarks of the nation, ignore
their duty, and permit demagogues and
bribers to have the poll Ileal field to
themselves. Tho excuse Is that they
annot compete In primaries and ward

meetings with organized ignorance un
der corrupt leadership. But were illit-
eracy once generally disfranchised,
local politics would be a different mat-
ter. Then reputable citizens would feel
that they had a chance, and would not
hhirk their responsibilities as, unhap-
pily, tfeey have shirked them in the
past.

The results of such a reform through-
out the land would be revolutionary.
The Republican party would be certain
to lose its standing in several States,
v hich of late it has been in the habit of
carrying with the help of illiterate
voters and Imported repeaters. But the
ifTect upon American elections would
!e excellent and welcome. We can only
trust that the day may soon come when
not a vote snail be cast for President,
Governor, or Representative In Con-
gress which will not be cast by a citizen
competent to judge of the cause or can-
didate receiving his support at the polls.

Obsolete LaiiKuiiKe.
It is said that while there is a strong

movement In Ireland for the revival of
the ancient Irish language. It is differ-
ent in "Wales. A poll taken at Cardiff
omthe question whether childron should
he taught Welsh in tho schools resulted
in a majority of 670 against it.

Tills suggests an interesting train of I

thought. With the changing condit.ons
of the twentieth... centurv, it- . r

0
I

more and more evident that ancient
languages and dialects arc bound to
lapse into oblivion, unless preserved in
some artificial way. The question is
whether it is worth while to try to pre-

serve them.
The English language has practically

absorbed many ancient tongues and va-

rieties of patois. It has superseded, in
every part of Great Britain, the dialects
and languages once spoken by the in-

habitants almost exclusively. The Gae-

lic, the "Welsh, and the Irish languages
were once commonly spoken in the
Highlands, in "Wales, and in It eland, by
nobles and by peasants alike. Nowa-
days there are many natives of these
countries who do not understand the
speech of their ancestors, and most of
the people speak English, whether they
know the ancient language of their hab-

itat or not. Cornwall, Devon. Lanca-
shire, and Yorkshire had each a dialect
amounting almost to a separate lan-

guage; in fact, it used to be said that
Cornish was so much like Low Dutch
that sailors from Holland, shipwrecked
on the coast of Cornwall, made them-
selves understood without difficulty,
speaking their native tongue. All these
languages and dialects have so nearly
passed away that the na-

tive of Great Britain prides himself on
having not even an accent.

The same thing has, of course, hap-
pened on a much larger scale in this
country. Practically all Americans
speak that variety of the English lan-

guage which some of them are fond of
calling "United States." The German,
the Irishman, the Frenchman, the Span-lar- d,

the Russian, the Pole, the Hun-
garian, all drop their native speech as
soon as iossible and acquire the lan-

guage of their new neighbors. They
are forced thereto by commercial neces-
sity. There is no way that they can
make a living conveniently if they do
not know English. "When there is a
large settlement of foreigners, all work-
ing people, they can get along without
English, but the moment a man aspires
to be well-to-d- o and more than ordi-
narily intelligent, he has to know the
common speech of America.

There is no question that English is

English has

a most convenient and useful lan-

guage for every-da- y life. The object of
preserving Gaelic, Irish, and "Welsh is
purely esthetic. There are quaint, poet-
ic, beautiful, or historic words and
phrases in these and other like lan-

guages, which express certain things
more picturesquely than one can ex-

press them in English to those who
understand. It is with these as with
the Scotch dialect. To those who thor-
oughly understand and enjoy the speech
of Burns and Scott, Scotch words and
phrases are in some ways superior to
English. Such words as "bonnic," "son-sie- ,"

"eldritch," express somehow or
other a meaning which the correspond-
ing English word does not.

The matter Is. at all events, too large
n one to be handled arbitrarily, or to be
much affected by artificial devicos. The
chances are that it will be settled in the
future much as it has been In the past.

from every source words whose useful
ness or beauty commended them to
writers or speakers. When a word has
proved Indispensable, Jt Iras not been
given up; when It was made familiar to
the people through some fashion it has
remained in the language. Through
medieval learning, Latin words were in-

corporated into all the European lan-

guages, by the thousand. Latin was
tne mother tongue of the educated man
He learned hi English, French, or Ger
man from his mother or foster-mothe- r;

his Latin when the university, which
he called his alma mater, gave birth to
his Intellectual life. It was, therefore,
natural that he should in his speech and
writing weld the two together.

On the other hand, there are quaint
idioms which are floating

about in this country today which have
come down to us from the English,
Scotch, or Irish peasant of the eleventh
century; there are foreign-bor- n words
vv hich are our heritage from sea-rovi-

ancestors who brought back fragments
of Spanish, Hindoo, or Cape Dutch as
thy brought back loot from seaports.
Language is developed after the usual
methods of evolution.

The Ivaler' 31( erloiin .Npeeeli.
At the present time Europe appears to

be a seething pot full of trouble, and
nothing of a violent nature that might
happen anywhere on the Continent need
cause the world any great degree of
surprise. We know something of the
conditions in Russia which, in spite of
assurances, verbal and otherwise, may
be more serious than the outside public
is permitted to know. Again, there can
lie no doubt that Turkey is a hotbed of
discontent and n, which
may become open insurrection at any
moment. In Austria-Hungar- y the
death of the aged Emperor, Franz Jo-
sef, it is acknowledged, will be the sig-

nal for the dissolution of the Empire.
Underneath poaceful appearances in
France, it is known that dangerous ele-
ments of discord are at work; and they
may succeed in overthrowing the Gov-
ernment or even the Republic. Stranger
things have happened.

We did not, however, dream that rev-
olutionary conditions existed in Ger-
many. The Kaiser's speech to the First
Regiment of the Prussian Grenadier
Guards on Thursday would appear to
Justify the belief that all is not as safe
and snug in the social structure of tho
Fatherland as could be desired. Tho
Kaiset said to the men, whose new bar-
racks are near the, imperial jMiiace:
"You, so to speak, are the bodyguard of
the Prussian King, and must be ready,
day or night, to stake your lives and
spill your blood for King." His
Majesty added:

"If ever trvinf tiinea UtouM come ajruin. mil!i
mn thoae jour refriinettt went through tWirii tliu
fcjiirit of iiiaorrei'tion ajcainat the King roe in
Berlin, then the lujom-- of the Alexander
Grenadier will repel the iiiaohtit JnwrgcnU."

This language has excited a vast
amount of comment both in Germany
and other countries, and has given rise
to many theories as to its meaning.
Some European journals affect lo treat
it as a mere rhetorical flourish, but
rhetorical flourishes are not character-
istic of the Kaiser, who, while he may
at times have a dramatic way of im-
pressing his views upon his people and
mankind generally, is usually found to
have substantial grounds for his opin-
ions and utterancos. There arc critics
In Germany who suy that the speech
was an unnecessary and unjustifiable
reflection upon the loyalty of the people
of Berlin. 'but we hardly think that. It
is most probable that tho Emperor
knows what he is talking about, and
that ho Is forewarned of menaces and
movements which nro not within tho
ken of those not in the confidence of tho
Minister rf.. Wn,,.. .! T,.,. .. ..........v.w w...u w.,v.v.. .v i
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events the effect will be to keep the
world's eye on Germany for some time
to come. No one can tell what may
happen as a result of trade depression,
the Increasing cost of the necessaries
of life, and the propaganda of the So-

cialists and Anarchist organizations.

The Panama Canal scheme lias reap-

peared in .1 new form. This time the
Colombian Government offers to give the
United States control of any canal that
may be constructed across the Isthmus
of Panama, and to least- - a strip of ter-

ritory including the course of the ditch
to us in perpetuity. As nothing is said
in the offer about the Panama Canal
Company, the supposition is that Colom
Kin trtf.1it tiviimwr l.il .. ttu Tirrtiir.ri v it till

turn it over to our Government, in case
Congress should decide against the Nic- -

aragua route. But we do not fancy that
there is much In that view of the case.
The powers in control of the Administra-
tion and Congress will never consent to
sacrifice the Interests of the Panama
syndicate jobbers.

The Funsloii prohkm is bothering the
President and own body else connected
with the Administration. Mr. MoKlnley
knows that public .sentiment today de-

mands that he give the gallant little ICan-sa- n

a vacant brigadier generalship in
the Regular Army. Hut the War Depart
meat or rather the Adjutant General's
OHIce is reported to be violently opposed advertising matter in imitation of obll-t- o

recognizing' him in any way. It is gations of the United Statts, called "Hash
said that no telegram of congratulation ' goods." was incinerated in tho Treasury
has been sent to General MacAithur, and j furnaces, and the coin, metal pots, tools,
that, in a certain quarter, everything pos-

sible Is being done to belittle Fiinslon's ex-

ploit, and especially its value to the Gov-
ernment. In these circumstances, the Ad-
ministration is true to its traditions. It
waits to see whether national ardor for
Punalou will quiet down in a few weeks
or still continue. Nothing is to be done
at present. Aguinal.lo's captor will not
be rewarded if a way can be found to
avoid it.

Our latest news from St. Petersburg
yesterday afternoon contained the state-
ment that Russia expects China to sign
the Mniichurlau Convention next Monday
or Tuesday. In the mean time Japan is
understood to be sounding the Powers to
see II' she cannot secure alliances in her
contemplated movement to check the Rus-

sian advance in northern China and
Korea. Jf the convention should be rati-
fied as predicted, next week ought to wit-

ness some interesting and sensational de-

velopments.

HIS OFFICIAL DUTIES ENDED.

Attorney Generiil OrlgKH to L.envc
"Wnxlilngrton This Mornlngr.

Attorney General Griggs attended the
meeting of the Cabinet yesterday for the
last time as a membe.r of the President 8

board of official advisers. He concluded
his affairs at the Department of Justice
yesterday afternoon and will leave Wash-
ington this morning for his home in
Paterson, N. J. He will continue to be
Attorney General until Sunday, however,
when he finally retires from ofllce. Solici-

tor General Richards will be acting At-

torney General until Mr. Griggs' succes-
sor qualifies. It is expected that Mr.
Knox will be here in about a week to as-

sume charge of the department.
Upon his return to the Department of

Justice, from the Cabinet meeting yes-
terday, Mr. Griggs was presented with a
handsome silver vase by his corps of as-
sistants and the employes of the depart-
ment The presentation Was made by
Solicitor General Richards, who express-
ed the regret of his associates over the
retirement of their chief and wished him
every success in his return to the practice
of law.

Upon one panel of the vase is the en-
graved inscription: "Presented to John
William Griggs, on his retirement from
the office of Attorney General of the Uni-te- u

States, March 9, 1S01. Qui pro domi-n- a
justitia scquitur. ' On the other side

is the Attorney General s monogram.
Mr. Griggs replied in an appropriate

speech expressing his thanks for the re-
membrance. He spoke of the loyalty and
faithfulness with which each assistant
and employe of the department had dis-
charged his duty, and declared his deep
regret at parting wlui pleasant a com-
pany of

A. K. M'CLTJJtE RESIGNS.

He Announce III Ketlrement Froiu
the "Philadelphia Time."

PHILADELPHIA, March 30. Col. Al-

exander K. McClure, who has been at the
head of the editorial department of the
"Times" since its organization, announc-
ed his retirement today. His valedictory
reads:

"With this issiu of the 'Times' my
connection with the editorial staff of
the paper ceases. It is not my wish
or purpose to retire from journalistic
labors, but under existing conditions
the responsible editorial direction of
the 'Times' should be in other hands.

"A. IC M'CLURE."
In an editorial Mr. McClure's ability

and the value of his services are com-
mended and It is then stated:

"Mr. McClure's retirement makes no
change in the general direction of the
'Times.' It gives occasion to repeat dis-
tinctly its determined allegiance to the
doctrines and policies of the Democratic
party and its association to present Re-
publican tendencies and encroachments
on the people's rights."

It is said here that Mr. McClure's re-
tirement was due to the fuct that those
in control desired tho expressions of the
editorial page to be more openlv and un-
compromisingly Democratic and that he
was not in accord with that policy.

FLAGS FOB PORTO RICO.

Several Hundred Contracted for in
CliicHK" With ItusU Orilern.

CHICAGO. March 21). Several hundred
American flags have been contracted for
in Chicago, with "rush orders" so that
on July i the red, white and blue may
flutter from every schoolhuuse In Porto
Rico, teaching the lesson of Independence
Day In the island.

The plans of the Government are thnt
by the end of the year the flag will be
nf familiar a sight in towns and villages
of the Philippines.

The order of the Government calls for
flags of all .sizes-sm- all ones that school
children can wave, and large flags to
float from fiagstaffs and building roofs
over the head of marching troops and cit-
izens on the day tney are learning to
celebrate. Each schoolhouse will have a
complete outfit of national flags. There
will be provided flags for the pupils, a
I'm? to drape above the teacher's desk
and a Hug to flutter over the schoolhouse
yard.

SALT MEN NOT ALARMED.

Ungllsli I'riiiliK'ci'M ot Afraid of
A in er I en n Com pet 1 Ion.

LONDON, March 29. The Salt Union is
not alarmed by the threatened exporta-
tion to Great Britain and elsewhere of
American salt. The officials say it is
difficult to imagine .how English prices
can be cut by the Americans, because
there is an endless natural supply in Che-
shire. Worcestershire, and elsewhere.

The English exports to America were
77,000 tons in 1U00, most of which was In-

tended for the packing of meats. Freight
rates to America are low and many ves-
sels are glad to take salt to make their
cargoes, but ships from the United States
for England generally find plenty of car-
go. It is not necessary for them to tako
salt as ballast, as. It is stated, the scheme
of the American Suit Trust provides.

n.e(vveen (he Devil iini (he Deep
Illuc Seu.

(l"rom (lie Philadelphia Itecord.)
One of two tbinifs I'reMUrnt ilcKinley mint

certainly io. He must either ree.il! Iiis appoint- -
m1 .

v Wfr"' ?myiumer Uodcnbcig '

or lake in bis civil service sign.

FRUITS OF COUNTERFEITING.

liieiinlnl House CleniiinK f the Jie-fr- et

Scrvlee Ofllrliil.
( The committee appointed by Secretary

Gage to examine, the stock of counterfeit
money and rouiilerfeitlng materials and

t confiscated during the past two
ye.trs by the Culled States Secret Service-
under Chief Wllkie bus finished its labors
and is at present jengnged In compiling its
report to bo made to the Secretary of the
Treasury. The yommittee was appointed
to lirst make a careful inventory of the
property In the hands of the Secret Service,
and later to destroy all evidences of coun-
terfeiting. The Inst destruction of coun- -'

terfeitlng implements and spurious coins
took place two years aco. The woik tills

j 'w,r h,"S ,,w" on n mtl,er p'"" SU;
""""' " "" " . " ;" ""
materials caolured from the
trio of counterfeiters Brnckway, Ganger,
and ."lohnson. The list of contraband ma-
terial includes 784,0'mj notes of various de-

nominations, r.1,517 coins. 491, pairs of
metal molds. 1ST, steel dies. 690 pairs of
plaster of paris molds. S3 steel, copper,
and zinc plate; several tons of miscel-
laneous junk, such as advertising matter
in the shape of Confederate notes, tools,
implements, metal pots, ladles, models,
files, and lathes.

The counterfeit paper money was de-

stroyed in the same manner as redeemed
notes in the Treasury macerator. The

and other implements were taken to a
foundry, where they were put into a blast
furnace and, under the eyes of the Treas-
ury Committee, were reduced to a non-
descript mass of composite metal.

Counterfeit coin, as a rule, contains
very little silver or gold, making it prac-
tically not worth tho while to try
to save It. Whenever contraband coin
Is discovered and it Is found on ex-

amination to contain precious metal, this
is taken out and turned over to the Treas-
ury officials. All molds, dies, photo-
graphic outfits, and other implements had
to go into the furnnce.

It is very difficult to estimate how much
the country gains by the activity of the
Secret Service. The records of an aver-
age year show the discovery of about
110,000 in counterfeits, of which ?10,000 in
round numbers was confiscated by the
Government before being passed. The re-

mainder represents the actual measure of
success of the counterfeiter. The ulti-
mate loss fell upon banks and other busi-
ness houses having relations with the

THE LOGAN" MONUMENT.

1'reparntIoii.M for (lie I'livellliiK: of
(lie Slntue on April P.

Colonel Bingham, Superintendent of
Public Buildings and Grounds, who has
charge of the ceremonies incident to the
unveiling of tho Logan statue on April
9, has not yet finally completed all the
arrangements for. the exercises. It is'
probable two regiments of tho District
of Columbia National Guard and a light
battery of artillery, of the United States
Army, will escort, the President from the
White House to Iowa Circle. It is not
now thought that any other regular
troops will be available for the occasion.
The patriotic bpdies which will be pres-
ent It is not expected will take part in
tho parade, but will assemble at the mon-
ument.

The ceremonies at the statue will com-
mence at 2:80 o'clock n the afternoon.
General Dodge will. preside and will make
a brief addretrs at the opening of the ex-

ercises. The invocation wui-'u- o offered
by the Rev. Ir. Bristol Mr. Tucker, a
grandson of General Logan, will perform
the duty of unveiling the statue. The
Piesident will deliver a short nddiess,
which will be followed by the oration of
the day, delivered by Senator Depew.
The ceremonies will close with the bene-
diction.

From 300 to fiOO Invited guests will be
present, and Colonel Bingham has already
started to erect an open platform for
their convenience, near the monument.
The President and Cabinet and the usual
officials hive been invited, and lists of
the family and personal friends of Gen-
eral Logan have been furnished by Mrs.
Logan. Delegations will be present from
the Society of the Army of the Tennes
see and from the Society of the Army
of tho Cumberland, in both of which
armies. General Logan served during the
civil war. The attendance of members
of the Grand Array of the Republic and
the Union Veteran Legion will be large.

THE PRESIDENT'S TRIP WEST.

Arruiig-eiiicnt- Concluded for Hit
Itluernry Throiifrh WiixhiiiKtou.

Representative Jones of Washington
was at the White House yesterday to
make concluding arrangements for the
President's itinerary through Washing-
ton. As now contemplated, the Presi-
dential party will leave Portland, Ore.,
at 10:30 o'clock on the morning of May
23 and go direct to Olympla, the Wash-
ington State capital, where a stop of
about thirty minutes will be made.

The distinguished tourists will then go
"to Tacoma and remain there over night.
The next morning the party will take
a trip on Paget Sound, stopping at Town-sen- d,

Everett, Bellingham Bay, and other
points. Seattle will then be visited. On
the third day stops will bo made en route
at Ellensburg, North Yakima, Wulla
Walla, and Spokane, where the President
will spend the night and Sunday.

The following day the trip will be con-
tinued across the mountains into Mon
tana.

THE CANCER GERM DISCOVERED

Announcement llnde liy n ItiifTulo
University Professor.

BUFFALO. N. Y., March 29,-- At a spe-
cial meeting of the faculty of the Un-
iversity of Buffalo lost night. Prof. II. R.
Gaylord announced his discovery that
cancer Is caused by an animal parasite
which has been Identified and isolated.

Prof. Gaylord has been investigating
the cause of cancer for two years as head
of tho New York State Pathological Lab-
oratory. He has Inoculated animals with
cancer germs and cancer afterward de-
veloped In the animals and cultures of
these organisms have been injected into
the abdominal cavities of other animals
and were again recovered, having ap
parently grown In the serum of the ani-
mals.

It was the general, sentiment of the
physicians present that all that remains
now is to discover an anti-toxi-

THE THORNTON'S PAST TIME.
More Thau 1!S Knot nn Knur l.uder

Had Coiiditious.
ANNAPOLIS. Md., March 23. The of-

ficial standardizing screw trial of the
torpedo boat Thornton took place today
over the Barren Island course. In Chesa-
peake Bay. According to requirements,
the boat should havy attained a speed of
26 knots, but even under the unfavorable
conditions of a heavy sa and high lwrth-we- st

wind a maximum of 2S.2 knots was
reached, with an average of 27.55 knots.

The two hours' official test will lake
place on Monday. The Thornton is a
sister boat to the Stockton and the Shu-bilc- k.

The Knox Aiiixilnlmenl.
(From the l'hllaUelpbia Time.)

It earcely needed tbij selection to nectnltMlc
tlie ilosc harmony between the Administration
and the trusts, ilr. Ilanna bus now been taken
fomially into the great combine, ami fiiniiilta-neotis-

it nbsorbi the Department of .liwtiee. The
Senate was annexed jame time ago, and if Air.

ilorsan cs anvtbinf; else in the Government that
he wants he will doubtless ask for it. and get it.
The wiinpniiMj fund ougw . ej.y oj replenish- -
incut next time.

BRADSTREET'S ON THE WEEK.

A More Cheerful Tone Appnrent in
Generiil Trjule.

NEW YORK, March 29. Bradstreet's
tomorrow will say:

"A rather more cheerful tone is appar-
ent in general trade and the cloe of the
first quarter of the year finds the busi-
ness world contemplating a total trade
for that period in many cases in excess
of all preceding periods, while the future,
with some few exceptions, is viewed with
apparent confidence.

"The advance of the spring season Is.
of course, partly responsible for the feel-
ing above mentioned, allowing as it does
better opportunity for a wider range of
operations than was possible in the win-
ter months. First Indications as to crop
prospects and outlook are, in the main,
favorable. Bank clearings are showing
steady gains over unprecedontedly largo
totals a year ago.

"Railway earnings testify to an Im-

mense volume of merchandise passing in-

to consumption and, as for some time
past, the active demand at advancing
prices for iron and steel is regarded as
a reliable index of good general trade to
come. Building Is becoming more active,
and promises this spring to be the heav
iest for many years past.

"Hence the lumber trades and all lines
of builders hardware note continued or
growing activity. Western trade advices
are relatively most favorable. Southern
trade advices are, of course, dominated
by the slump in cotton. Birmingham re-

ports the loss by the cyclone at ?2ffl,000.
most of which was caused to residential
property and tho business community is
not directly financially affected.

"Savannah reports that a gain of 10

per cent in cotton acreage Is expected.
Atlanta reports that the smallness of
jobbers' stocks of cotton goods is a fav-
orable feature. Fertilizer sales are much
smaller and some orders have been can-
celed. New Orleans reports special ac-
tivity, confined almost entirely to hard-
ware.

"Memphis reports an increased acreage
in cotton and corn. On the Iacific Coast
business Is quite good. At New York
cotton and woolens are quiet, but silks
are in fair demand.

"Despite the feeling that after the long
decline in prices a reaction was due, and
In face of the apparent disposition on thopart of some traders to regard this feel-
ing as alone a reason for a turn upward,
spot cotton is Mc lower on the week after
some fluctuations.

' Cotton goods are weaker and the out- -
look in fo? enrollment nf r.rr..i..eM,... of
llnished products. Good authorities at
tne aouth. however, do not think thatany curtailment of cotton acreage from
last year's aggregate is probable, al-
though the recent drop will, it is thought,
help to discourage planting of some land.

"In line with this are the reports that
considerable orders for fertilizers have
been canceled, but advices to Bradstreet's Illinois, In tho case of Sorenson vs. Soren-thi- s

week all indicate a larger acreage son (59 N. E. Rep., 535), holds thnt they are
than last year, in some sections reaching not legal voters. Tills case was a contest
as high as 10 per cent. Ivetween two brothers over the ofllce of

"Failures for tho week number IK) as president of the board of villace trustees.
against su last weeK ami 178 in thlB weeka year ago. They probably number &95

for the month of March, an increase of
io per cent over a year ago. '

DUN'S REVIEW OF TRADE.

Cotton Good Still n Weak: Point In
Genrrnl l!nxincs".

NEW YORK, March 29. Dun's weekly
review of trade tomorrow will say:

"The condition of general business ii
in most respects satisfactory. The dry

LATE

goods trade, and particularly the cotton FIzette (14 III.. 32S), mere austerity of
division, is gloomy, with further rcduc- - temper, petulance of manners, rudeness of
tions In prices of staple goods, this week, language, a want of civil attention oc-a-

' calonaI sallies of passion, denials of littleuemamt falllnir withto increase the indulgences, and particular
of quotations: but from every j tlons, and which do not threaten bodily

other department of business reports are harm, cannot be considered as cruelty In
cheerful, and the outlook for a good spring

' Iaw- -

retail turn-ov- is encouraging.
eeii i.,.i. ,... :: . ......

f, T ! J""1 while riding on the platform of ain any direction, and the mercantile de- -
j 8t t cur , vlolatlo)1 of ft notjce on the

E !'I? rn?? rm
conildence felt

'tuarters Car cannot recover If heamong ,ate(1 tne , hokls the Sunreme Courtnnd jobbers. The labor , ,,., M ,. ,.- - t ,... co v
situation is more tranquil. Mining dlffer--
OnIAU I li fllA ilnal n nnllt.l
and sober counsel? seem to have prevailed
among anthracite miners.

.,- -,. . . ... , .t..w..u.. ..w..ji.,n in unit i
March show an increase of 10.: per cent
over last year and 33.3 per cent over 1859.

Bank clearings for the week at New York
gained 10. t per cent over 1900 and 22 per
cent over 1S99, while at leading cities out-
side New York the gain Is 2O.0 per cent
over last year and 19.7 per cent over 1S09.

"Aside from the expected advance In
structural shapes there Is
steadiness In iron and steel. The rise of
about $2 per ton In angles, beams, and
other similar forms will not materially
affect the cost to large consumers, as con-

tracts for much of the year's tonnage had
been placed In of the new
rate. After more or less advance every
week for two months It Is gratifying to
find that Bessemer pig remained seven
days without alteration. The tone Is firm.

"Prices of boots and shoes are well sus-
tained without any quotable changes. Chi-
cago hides again average lower, the weak-
ness bolng partly attributable to the ex-

tremely poor quality of offerings.
"That bottom prices for wool has been

reached at last is evidenced by the grow-
ing of holders to make con-
cessions, the greater activity of dealers,
and Indications that purchases for specu-
lation are of considerable volume. Trans-
actions show a material gain at the lead-
ing markets, while shipments from Bos-
ton exceed those of preceding weeks. Ef-
forts to secure even fractional advances
in quotations, however, end
and steadiness Is the best that can be
said of this staple.

"It was not possible to maintain the
small recovery late last week in raw cot-
ton, and subsequent reaction established
a new low record for the crop year. While
tlie decline has been severe, mills are not
ready to purchase freely, and foreign buy- -
Irnr ffif tltA fnAnlli tc f:tt Hlrt !rj vst.i .

"Efforts will be made to prevent tlie
enormous acreage meditated, but unpnral- -
leled sales of fertilizers have alreadv oc
curred. Even grunting a large yield, how- -
nvrti t lifr to fnn1 n r tn Imnn Vt.i Vm

weakness will soon he checked by the bet- -
on

"'ter demand
attractive
now secure raw material.

"Wheat did not respond to rumors ofdamage, but found reason for strength in
Atlantic exports, including hour, in four
vveeKs, ot ii,i.c,yii nusneis, against
In 1IKX). Stock speculation this week was f

very active, and the market had a healthy
movement.

"Exchange was stronger and a .smaller j

amount of gold was shipped to Europe on
a special operation. Foreign commerce at
the port of New ork continues unsat Is- -
factory, fn three weeks exports of mer- -
chandlse a loss of $11.5.'I7.tJ, com- -
pared with the same time last year, while
imports increased ti&y,yib.

"Failures for the week numbered 20t

the United States, against 203 last year,
and 2i in Canada, against 33 last year."

RIGGER THAN THE

Another 111k: (Jnslier "llroiiwrht In"
Uemnnont, Te.xjis.

Tex., Marcil 29. Another
big oil wi 11 was struck near Beaumont
this morning. It is gusher
to be "brought in" in this new field.

The flow of the new oil well is said to
exceed that of the original Lucas gusher,
which hat. an output of 70,000 barrels
daily.

The latest strike has caused another
big rise in hind values throughout this
section.

After the drill was removed the new
well was capped and little
oil was wasted. Another strike is ex-

pected dally. The excitement is Intense
at Beaumont.

There seems to be no longer any doubt
that the whole country about Beaumont
is underlaid with an reser-
voir of oil. The oil fever has become con-
tagious In Galveston and the novel specta-
cle was witnessed today business men
going around with money in their pockets
seeking to buy oil shares.

None was on the market and lucky
holders of shares received extravagant
offers, but refused to take them. Even
the women iro infected with the craze
and aie seeking investments in oil stocks.

.Spanish JonriinlfstH Strike.
MADRID, March 23. The journalists of

Saragassa have struck for higher pay. A
similar striko is threatened here.

LEGA.L DECISIONS.

acconimoda-shadln- g
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inexhaustible

Illegally obstructing a public street so
as to prevent the customers of a mer-
chant from using the same as a means
of access to his store, and continuing
tho obstruction a sufficient length of
time to work injury or damage to the
merchant's business, is Indicting upon
him a special wrong, holds the Supreme
Court of Georgia, in the ense of Bruns-
wick and W. It. Co. vs. Ilardey (37 S.
E. Rep., SSS), not shared In by the public
at Inrge, for which he Is entitled to main-
tain an action.

A member of a mutual insurance order
may, when acting in good faith, holds
tho Supreme Court of Georgia, in the
case Ancient Order United Workmen
vs. Brown (37 S. E. Rep., S90), legally
designate as the beneficiary In a certi-
ficate of life Insurance Issued by the order
one who has no insurable interest in thellfo of the member, provided there be attho time the certificate is Issued no re-
striction in the charter, constitution, or
laws of tho order, or In the statutes ofthe State, forbidding the right to ap-
point such a beneficiary.

The mere fact that a minor who Is the
sole beneficiary of a homestead estate
does not live upon the property, and
leaves the head of the family to use the
proceeds of the same In such a way as he
desires for a period of ten years, without
calling him to account, does not. holds
the Supreme Court of Georgia in
the case of SIgmau vs. Austin (37 S. E.
Rop., S91), cause the homestead estate
to terminate and become subject to levy
and sale as the property of the head of
the family.

Although a bill of lading may provide
that tho railroad company will not be
liable as a common carrier after the
freight has reached its destination, the
Supreme Court of Alabama, In the case
of Tallahassee Falls Manufacturing Co.
vs. Western Railway Company (29 So.
Rep.. 203). holds that public policy re-
quires that the contract he modified so
that the responsibility the carrier shall
exist until a reasonable time and oppor-
tunity has been allowed the consignee
for removing the goods after arrival.

The supreme tribunal of a religious de-

nomination will be enjoined from expell-
ing a member of a local congregation for
alleged spiritual offences, holds the Su-
preme Court of Indiana. In tho case of
Hatfield vs. Do Long (59 N. E. Rep., 133),
when It appears that such tribunal has not

' De0" organized In conformity with an or- -
gl,,Uc Iuw of tlie Cnurcn

Where persons take up a residence in a
village just a sufficient length of time be-

fore election to give them the thirty days'
residence required, and leave immediately
after the election, the Supreme Court of

In order to constitute "extreme and re-

peated cruelty" under the statute of di-

vorce in Illinois, tlie Supreme Court holds,
in the case of Mnddox vs. Maddox (59 N.
E. Rep., GS9), that there must be physical
violence or acts or threats which may raise
a reasonable apprehension of bodily harm
Cruel and heartless neglect by a husband
and failure to provide his wife with suit-
able shelter, clothing, and food, arc not
sufficient facts under the statute to con
stitute cruelty. As was said In FIzette vs

In .aaiw'i" a. porwou. who Uj in- - j

111 1CC71-- ' 14. UT) V.tJMtlU . lilt UV
i E. Rep., US). But the court further held
' that If the employes of the street car

company allowed passengers to ride there
i

without objection, and habitually erowd- -
ed so many persons op the car that some
ot tnem were ouugea to rate on tne iront
platform, the question whether the com
pany had waived the enforcement of the
rule was for the jury to determine.

In' the absence of a statute creating an
obligation, the Supreme Court of n,

In the case of the case of Patrick
vs. Town of Baldwin (85 N. W. Rep., 271),
holds that none rests on a municipal cor-
poration to maintain or relieve poor per-
sons, and that a court has no power upon
the ground moral obligations or the
equities of any given case to hold such
a corporation liable to a private person
who may have relieved or supported a
poor person. And where tlie law imposes
on it municipality the duty of maintain-
ing poor persons and designates officers
therefor to act In its in the per-
formance of such duty, their mere negli-
gence will not operate as an implied re-
quest to a private party to supply a
needy person's wants, upon which such
party can act and hold the municipality
liable as upon an implied contract.

AVliere a person purchases a ticket on
a railroad for the sole purpose of having
his trunk checked over the road, and not
with the intention of traveling on the
train, and after his trunk reaches its des-
tination it is stolen while in tlie baggage
room of the railroad, the Supreme Court
of Michigan, in the case of Marshall vs.
I'ontiac and N. R. Co. (85 N. W. Rep.,
242), holds that the relation of passenger
did not exist, and that the railroad com-
pany is not liable except for gross negli-
gence.

One who maks use of the criminal
of the court for the purpose of over-

coming the will of another to secure an
""vantage to himself is not in a position.
holds the Supreme Court of Utah. In the
cose of Corringe vs. Read (68 Pac Rep..
Du2), to obtain and hold the fruits of a

whether executed

it finds them.

It was recently held by Judge Taynor
In tlie Tviii-r- s Piuntv Sneelal Term of Xew

i. , .i.u,n v.i.oi,. ti.ot- ,,.""""
on llfts leprosy is libelous. The defend- -

ant contended that the charge was not
libelous, since modern medical science no
loKer regarded leprosy as contagious or

but i.'.n,,...,. On ,,...infections, only hereditary.
point Judge Taynor said: "It remnins a
term of slander until the law is changed.
To say of one that he went to mass or
practiced witchcraft might still be slan-
der If the law had not been changed, even
though the progress of enlightenment had
revealed to most people thnt to hear mass
was not bad or that there was no such
thing as a witch. Besides that, in the
charge of leprosy which made the court
classify it as slanderous was Its tend-
ency to cause one to be shunned and ex-
cluded from society, and that still exists."

Macadamizing was held by the Court
of Appeals of Maryland, in the case of
United Railway, etc., Co. vs. Hayes (4S

Atl. Rep., ofttl. not to be paving within
the meaning of a city ordinance referring
to the "grading and puving" of certain

More Porto Itienns in Hawaii.
HONOLULU, March 23 (Via San Fran-

cisco, March 29). The steamship la

arrived yesterday from Port An-
geles, with 515 Porto Ricans for the sugar
plantations. They are the lot
yet received here, and there was littlo
sickness among them.

McAlie, the agent who had charge of
them, says It is difficult to get any more
Porto Ricans to come to Hawaii, as con-

ditions on the island are Improving, and
there Is great demand for laborers In Cuba
and In Ecuador, for railroad building.

Clieeklntr Off (lie Maryland Census.
It was slated at the Census Office yes-

terday afternoon that the recount or
checking off of the enumeration In St.
Mary County will be completed early next
week. Director Merriam h'is received no
further advices of any additional arrests.

"""". or executory.
wnic should result from the ?? oltfll,,etl. the ground that both par-

ents at which spinners can j J" nJi Jh '"
equity the court will leave where

(,07S.ijj

In

LUCAS.

,Vcnr

the fourth

of

of

of

of

behalf

pro-
cess

streets.

OBITUARY.

Joseph Thoron died on Tueaday front
pneumonia at Cannes, France. He wns at
one time one of the most prominent
Frenchmen In New York City. He oam&
to New York in 1S53. and entered tho

and importing business. He was
one of the founders and the first Presi-
dent of the Xftvier Union, which Is now
the Catholic Club. Ho served several
terms at the head of that organization,
and was also one of the organizers of the
Xavler Alumni Sodality. The Pope sen-ferr- ed

on him the decoration of Com-
mander of the Order of St. Gregory- - He
was again decorated, five years later,
when King George of Greece made hhn a
Commander of the Order of the Saviour
In recognition of his services to the Greek
colony in New York City.

About ISSo he married a daughter of
Samuel S. Ward, who was then the Amer-
ican representative at offlees In New
York and Boston of the London banking
firm of Baring Brothers. She died some
years ago. Her mother, whose death

in this city recently, wus very
prominent In Massachusetts society, and
was one of the original members of tho
Brook Farm experiment. She wn con-
verted to tho Roman Catholic faith a lit?
tie before their marriage.

The only daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Thoron is the wire of William C. Endl-cot- t.

jr., son of the Secretary of War
hi Mr. Cleveland's first Cabinet. Their
son. Ward ihoron. Is a lawyer in Wash-Ingto-

Mr. Thoron also leaves one
brother, Casimir. who at present Is In
France. About five vears ago Mr. Thorongave up his apartments In the Catholic
Club, which ho had made his home singe
the death of his wife, and went to
France. He neyer returned to this coun-
try.

He had spent the declining years of hb
life in collecting data for a history of the
Thoron family, which la one of the oldest
hi southern France. The manuscript vvos
completed just prior to his death. Mr.
Thoron's daughter. Mrs. Endleott, and
her husband sailed on Wednesday on the
Oceanic to bring tho body to this coun-
try. The burial will probubly be made In
Boston, where Mrs. Thoron Is buried.

Mrs. Josephine A. Gray, the wife of tho
Rev. George II. Gray, tho pastor of the
Vandever Park Methodist Episcopal
Church in the Flatbush district, Brook-
lyn, died on Thursday, at her home US
East Twenty-eight- h Street, New York,
from typhoid-pneumoni- a. She was en-

gaged in evangelistic work to the time
of her marriage, thirteen years ago, and
she aetively assisted her husband in his
various ministerial fields. The Vandever
Park Church has only been organized
about a year. Mrs. Gray was president
of Its s Aid Societv. She was Pras- -

Ident of the Maspeth Women's Christian
Temperance Union. She had long assisted
the late Rev. Job BasS in religious ser-
vices at Raymond Street jail. The funer-
al service will be held at the Vandever
Park Church this afternoon.

Miss Frances M. Street, granddaughter,
of Major Andrew Billings, of Revolution-
ary fame, died yesterday at the noire of
her brother-in-la- Mr. Benjamin C. Ber- -'

roll, IS East Biddle Street. Baltimore.
Miss Street was born in Poughkoepsle,
X. Y. She had lived in Baltimore for up
ward of half a century. One of her broth- -
ers, vvlllian Street, was the father of,

; hl S- - morion. Another r rothap.
Alfred B. Street, was a well-kno- noet
and a friend of Longfellow. The funeral
will take place tomorrow at Mount Cal-
vary Church, Baltimore. The burial will
be private.

The Rev. James W. Denton, who dled
in tlie 2ev.' Haven Hospital, at Now
Haven, on Tuesday, aged eighty-thre- e

years, wrote his own obituary notice two
years ago and it was made public yester-
day. He was born In New-- Brunswick,
N. J. He states that when he was thfr- -,

teen years old he; was instrumental latiormmg tne eu' york Youths' Temper- -
ance Society, of which Bishop Coxo. ofwestern New York, was a member at the
iiiuir.

After an illness of but three days, Mrs,
"

John R. McPherson. wife of the late Sen-
ator from ew Jersey, died from pneu- -'

monia early yesterday morning at her- -

apartments. SU Lexington Avenue, New- -
York. Mrs. McPherson, who was 1JI?3
Edltt J. Gregory, was born in Buffalo

She was married to John R. Mc- -
Pherson about thirty-fiv- e years ago. They
had two children Gregory nnd EdU.

Charles F. Patrick, one of the most
widely known sporting men in the Soutli '

and West, stepfather of William A.
Brady, the fight promoter, died at Nash-
ville, on Thursdav night. Mr. Patrick
mowd to the Pacific Coast from the South
in boyhood, but in recent years made e

In Chicago and other Western cities.

A NEW CEREAL TRUST.

Ten Important AVe.itern Mills En(er
n Coiuliinntion.

CHICAGO. March 29. The Greet West-
ern Cereal Company, comprising ten of
the most important cereal mills in the
v.est. was organized at the Auditorium
Hotel last night, after several weeks of ;
consultation between the representatives
of the various Interests concerned.

The new corporation, which becomes an
avowed competitor of the American Ce-

real Company, will be immediately capi-
talized at $1.5),000 of 6 per cent twenty-ye- ar

gold sinking fund bonds and $3

(",000 of stock.
The following companies have agreed to

combine their interests: Akron Cereal
Company, Akron, Ohio; Muscatine Oat-
meal Company, Muscatine, Iowa: R. H.
Heath & Sons, Fort Dodge, leva; Ne-
braska City Cereal Mills. Nebraska City,
Neb.; Steward & Merriam, Peoria, 111.;
Sioux Milling Company, Sioux City, Iowa;
David Oliver Company, Joliet, 111.;

Oatmeal Interests, Min-
neapolis; Northwestern Cereal Company
Minneapolis, and Cedar Falls Mill Com-
pany. Cedar Falls, Iowa.

C. C. Barber, President of the Diamond
Match company, is the moving spirit of
the organization. It Is said he decided
to form the company after failure to get
control of the American Cereal Com-
pany.

TO PREVENT CONTAGION.

Precautions Amnion! the? Spread o
Rinderpest Into Ilnvnli.

On account of the reported existence of
rinderpest In the Philippine Islands, Sec-
retary Wilson some time ago recommend-
ed to the Secretary of "War that such
action be taken as might be necessary to
prevent the introduction of the conta-
gion into the Hawaiian Island? and tho
United States by animals brought on Gov-
ernment transiorts. He also requested
the Secretary of the Treasury to direct
that special precautions be taken at the
Pacific Coast to prevent the landing of
.susceptible animals without their being
turned over to tlie Department of Agricul-
ture for quarantine under the supervision
of the Bureau of Animal Industry. Sec-
retary Wilson has received replies from
Secretary Root and Secretary Gage in-

forming him that the desired instructions
have been issued.

Rinderpest is the great cattle plague of
Oriental countries which has frequently
swept over Europe, destroying nearly all
bovine animals, and has attracted special
attention during the past two or three
years by Its ravages in Africa, where in
many sections it destroyed from 90 to 9J
per cent of all the cattle.

Although Inoculation has at last been
so far efficacious as to somewhat reduce
the losses from this disease, it still ra--
mains one of the most fatal to cattle.

Movement of ZVavnl Vessels.
The gunboat Scornlon has left Port of

Spain for La Gunyra, Venezuela, to re-

sume her mission of looking after Ameri-
can interests. The tender Potomac has
sailed from Key West for San Juan and
the torpedo boat Thornton, convoyed by
the gunboat Gloucester, from Annapolis
for the Barren Island course, where the
Thornton Is to have her official trial. Re-
pairs have been ordered on tho training
ships Dixie. Topeka. Lancaster, and
Hartford, which have been on long cruises.
The work on the Dixie must be com- -
pleted by April 15. on the Topeka and
Hartford bv April S, and on the Lancas-
ter by April 29.


